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Mrs. Castle and Mrs. Hudi’s 6th graders were locked in on possessive nouns — and
their hard work paid off in the sweetest way possible! Every single student earned a
100%, and they celebrated with a well-deserved donut party! 
Way to go, 6th grade — you own those possessive nouns! 



 from Principal Graber....

Happy November! First, Thanks! I know that I mention this so often when writing the newsletter or
sending out a Parent Square message, but I truly mean it. The parents at CMS are outstanding! We
have a great group of students who are doing their very best each day they come to school. From
our students who attend the structured learning classrooms to the mild disabilities and severe
profound classrooms to those students who have a learning disability to our regular education and
high ability students, we are fortunate! So, thank you! In addition, thank you to our staff who
continue to strive each day to provide lessons that are enriching and challenging. With
Thanksgiving just around the corner, I am thankful for so many things, but having the ability to work
with your child and the CMS staff daily is truly amazing.

November brings many activities around CMS. Please make sure to check out the school website
for more information on the daily happenings. Additional information can be found under the
announcement section. Many of the clubs and groups are meeting on a regular basis, so please
check out the dates so your child can be an active participant at school. We love it when the kids
are involved.

Our first round of ILEARN checkpoint tests will occur on November 4 and 6. If possible, please have
your child in attendance during the testing windows. Our goal is to administer the tests from 9:00-
10:00 on the scheduled days.  If your child is absent, make up tests will take place the following
week. 

Our PTO is actively working with the students and staff. Thank you for your support this year. It
means a lot to the staff and students.
 
School attendance is a critical part when it comes to student learning. As you are aware, the state
has distributed guidance concerning what is excused, non-excused, etc. Our goal at CMS is to have
at least a 97% attendance rate. With this goal in mind, we need your child at school every day.
Naturally, when they are sick, no, we do not want them to come to school, as they will not be able
to put forth their best effort. Help us reach our goal by achieving a 97% attendance rate this school
year.

As the seasons are changing, so does the weather. Please make sure that your child is dressed for
the weather. Yes, I know… middle school students have a mind of their own. It is 20 degrees outside
and they want to wear a pair of shorts or a t-shirt. All I can ask is that you try as a parent. The local
Tri Kappa Sorority provided CMS with a generous donation to help students that need a winter
coat or jacket, gloves and/or a hat so if you have a need, please let me know. Feel free to email me
at sgraber@lcscmail.com and we will take care of the request.  Moreover, for those parents that I
see in the car line---I will continue to have a daily laugh with you when you are dropping off your
child in shorts and/or a t-shirt. “Gotta love middle school!”

Until next month, stay safe and have a wonderful Thanksgiving with friends and family,

Mr. Graber, Principal



Clark NJHS Updates
 

The Clark National Junior Honor Society will be pre-selling BEARY GRATEFUL GRAMS 
November 10th through 14th. For the bargain price of $1.00, students can send a kind
message and a bag of Albanese Gummy Bears (3.5 oz) to themselves or a friend.
All orders will be delivered before Thanksgiving break. The proceeds of the sale will buy
toys and games for Advocate Children’s Hospital in Oak Lawn.

Also, be sure to stop by the 21st Annual Saint John CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK display
located at Prairie West Park along 93rd Avenue starting Friday, 
November 28, 2025 through January 1, 2026. Look for the Clark tree sponsored and
decorated by our own Clark NJHS.
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Best Buddies had a blast celebrating fall with a variety of fun activities, including
 Head, Shoulders, Knees, Pumpkin, witch hat ring toss, hot corn on the cob,

 bowling, and more festive games!



Hello CMS Families,

The first quarter flew by and we are now entering November!

I wanted to take a moment and highlight the importance of consistent school
attendance. Consistent attendance is vital for student success and academic growth. 
Students who come to school regularly stay on track with lessons, score higher on
 state tests like ILEARN, and develop positive habits that carry into adulthood. 
On the other hand, students with poor or inconsistent attendance often fall behind in their
academics and gaps in their learning form. 

Please remember to call the CMS office if your student(s) will not be in attendance. Not calling in
creates an “unexcused” absence. Per state law, an attendance conference is required if a student
accumulates five “unexcused” absences. Doctors notes are also helpful to avoid any confusion with
attendance. If a student accumulates ten or more “unexcused” absences, that student will be
reported to Juvenile Justice Services. 

The State of Indiana expects 94% attendance from all students, which equates to ten or few
absences throughout the year. If there is an ongoing medical issue, please communicate to CMS.
We are here to help. 

Thank you for your time. Let’s continue to have a strong school year!

Mr. Stablein



For more information or to support the Lake Central Education Foundation,
visit lakecentralef.org or contact admin@lakecentralef.org or (219) 682-8917. 

GRANTS AWARDED TO LAKE
CENTRAL TEACHERS 

Grant Round #63 was completed on October 20th when weawarded
16 grants totaling $10,038.26. Click here to see details about the

grants. We are thrilled to be able to support our teachers! 

Front Row: Dawn Czarnik, Kate Perschon, Sidney Hudi, Allison Castle, Tracey Caposey, Jennifer Miller 
Back Row (standing): Melody Wolff, Susan Popa, Randi Lollis, Colleen Rock, Crystal Lippie, Caryn Cruz,
Melanie Venturelli, Julie Walker, Courtney Leonhardt, Kristy Bashara, Sheri Venturelli, Julie Wiejak of Purdue
University Northwest, Mike Seljan, and Mark Sperling of Indiana University Northwest School of Education. 

PLEDGE FOR EDUCATION 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!
 Stayup-to-dateonLCEFnews,granthighlights,events,PartnersinEducation spot-

 lights, donor shout-outs, volunteer needs, and more! Click here and follow us!

to all LCSCteachers, administrators,and staff whoare participating in the 
Pledge for Education payroll deduction program for the 2025-26 school year! 

https://www.facebook.com/LakeCentralEF/ 

Thank you

Elana Arens
Christine Barajas
Kimberly Beach
Catherine Beiriger
Brooke Benson
Lucas Bolz Allison
Castle Allison
Colgrove Kristina
Collard Elizabeth
Cowan Cassandra
Cruz Melissa
Cummins AJ Dal
Santo Jennifer
Fandl Jennifer
Fieleke 

Jennifer Frazier Jennifer
Gescheidler-Kandalec Kristy
Graff-Bashara Rebecca
Gromala Lisa Groszek Letitia
Gustas Robert Gustas Beth
Hall Nichole Hay Cheryl Hobby
Jackie Holden Ralph Holden
Nicholas Karin Brian Kissinger
Joseph Kruzan 

Lindsay Kruzan
Rob James 
Cynthia Lale (Scrivener) 
Tiffani Lindzy 
Nicole Littrell 
Joanne Madarasz-Pratt 
Nesa Malino 
Ginger Marinkovich 
Mercedes Martinez 
Julie Moore 
Jenny Novosel 
Sheila Novotny 
Shelly Ores 
Alison Petralia 
Kari Regan 

Dana Rund
Jeff Sandor
Misty Scheuneman
Justin Schranz
Michelle Snow
Joseph Stanisz
Victoria Thompson
Rachel Underwood
Carla VanDerNoord
Sheri Venturelli
Larry Veracco
Michelle Vogt
Laura Waszak (Layman)
Christine Zeldenrust
Jennifer Zollman (Miller) 
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COUNSELORS CORNER

Mr. Biscan              Miss Jacobs                Ms. Vail

Body Safety Presentation

Mrs. Sara Hoyt of social services agency Dunebrook Inc., spoke with our 5th and 6th graders about the
importance of body safety/safe adults. Each presentation was a little different, yet age-appropriate, and gave
a clear message to reach out to a trusted/safe adult if ever faced with an uncomfortable or unsafe situation.
Our Clark students did a great job of participating and listening attentively to this important information. Mrs.
Hoyt will be speaking with the 7th graders on November 12th and the 8th graders on November 13th.

Red Ribbon Week

Red Ribbon Week was October 28th-31st.  Students did a great job participating in the different themed
dress up days. The top 4 participating advisory classes received a special prize of earbuds. All students
received a pencil with a drug-free message.

Dates to Remember...
November 7 - Veteran’s Day Program

November 11 - Early Dismissal
November 26- 28 - Thanksgiving Break











The Clark Holiday Sale starts today!  Save 20% sitewide. What a perfect holiday
gift for kids.

Get them things that you didn’t get at the back-to-school sale—at 20% off!
Baseball caps, hoodies, quarter zips...from the brands your family wants... Under
Armour and more.
https://1stplacespiritwear.com/schools/IN/St%20John/Clark+Middle+School/coll
ection_detail.html
Or click on the picture below!

https://1stplacespiritwear.com/schools/IN/St%20John/Clark+Middle+School/collection_detail.html

